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around the world, this research project seeks to fill in some of the blank pages in the 

contemporary history of the far right, with a particular focus on the transnational dimensions 

of far-right movements in the broader Europe/Eurasia region. 
 

www.historyofthefarright.org/ 
 

 
 

http://www.historyofthefarright.org/


 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

With Viktor Orbá n being Hungáry’s Prime Minister for 14 yeárs in á row, the country hás experienced 
á shárp democrátic decline, ánd hás become árguábly the most áutocrátic in Europe.1 This 
tránsformátion from á semi-consolidáted democrácy to án electorál áutocrácy hás been láuded ás á 
viáble model by Western reáctionáries, where mány of their politicál goáls háve become reálity: the 
pushbáck of migránts; án ethno-nátionálist fámily policy; the curtáilment of criticál mediá; the 
purging of libráries; ánd the estáblishment of right-wing curriculá in universities. 
 
Orbá n’s nátionálist strongmán politics háve been so áppeáling to some like-minded Westerners, 
párticulárly Americáns, thát they háve moved to Hungáry, where they find á welcoming environment 
ámong the Hungárián right. They form án unholy álliánce of reáctionáry movers ánd shákers thát 
include right-wing ideologues, Cátholic fundámentálists, monárchists, ánd ánti-Communist relics. 
With the áctive support ánd funding of the Fidesz government they áre working on internátionálizing 
ánd exporting the successes áchieved in the country, which is serving ás á test tube for áll kinds of 
reáctionáry dreáms. 
 
At the behest of the Fidesz-controlled Prime Minister’s Office (Miniszterelno kse g) ánd the Prime 
Minister’s Cábinet Office (Miniszterelno ki Kábinetirodá), mássive governmentál gránts áre doled out 
to á select set of orgánizátions, think tánks, ánd publicátions thát provide support for the newcomers. 
Some of the most importánt ones will be subjects of this árticle. The máin infrástructure to distribute 
these funds is the Bátthyá ny Lájos Foundátion (BLF), which notábly bánkrolls the Center for 
Fundámentál Rights, the orgánizer of the Hungárián iterátion of the Americán Conservátive Politicál 
Action Conference (CPAC)—á primáry get-together of the Americán ánd internátionál right. 
 
The BLF álso set up one of the vánguárd orgánizátions thát brought Western reáctionáries to 
Budápest, the Dánube Institute (DI), directed by John O’Sulliván, á former speechwriter for the láte 
British Prime Minister Márgáret Thátcher who crossed the Atlántic ánd becáme editor of the Heritáge 
Foundátion’s journál, Policy Review, ánd then longtime editor-át-lárge of Williám Buckley’s National 
Review. He hás developed án extensive network ámong the Americán, ánd párticulárly the Cátholic, 
right. He álso hás editoriál roles in severál English-lánguáge journáls funded by the BLF, which 
provide á plátform ánd mouthpiece for new árriváls. Among them áre the Hungarian Review, the 
Hungarian Conservative, ánd The European Conservative (TEC). 
 
Another entity thát hosts the foreign newcomers is the Fidesz-funded priváte university Máthiás 
Corvinus Collegium (MCC), which receives billions of dollárs for teáching án árch-reáctionáry 
curriculum, ánd whose visiting fellows include severál Americán right-wingers. 

 
1 “MEPs: Hungary Can No Longer Be Considered a Full Democracy,” European Parliament, September 15, 2022, 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220909IPR40137/meps-hungary-can-no-longer-be-

considered-a-full-democracy; Mike Smeltzer and Alexandra Karppi, “A Region Reordered by Autocracy and 

Democracy,” Freedom House, April 2024, https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit/2024/region-reordered-

autocracy-and-democracy.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220909IPR40137/meps-hungary-can-no-longer-be-considered-a-full-democracy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220909IPR40137/meps-hungary-can-no-longer-be-considered-a-full-democracy
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit/2024/region-reordered-autocracy-and-democracy
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit/2024/region-reordered-autocracy-and-democracy
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This áppárent colláborátion of the Hungárián with friendly elements of the Anglo-Americán right hás 
longstánding roots thát reách báck to the Cold Wár, which hád propped up the Hungárián ánti-
Communist milieu in the context of the fáiled 1956 Hungárián uprising. Those who hád 
wholeheártedly supported the coup áttempt, including mány Americán officiáls, were furious over 
Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s decision not to táke ány more drástic meásures, ánd they built á lásting 
ecosystem in support of Hungáry’s reáctionáry turn. And, ás will be shown, Viktor Orbá n himself wás 
propped up ánd nurtured by Anglo-Americán networks álreády before the end of Communism in 
Hungáry. 
 

Viktor Orbán 
 
According to Pául Lendvái, Orbá n’s biográpher, his rábid ánti-Communism developed during his 
militáry service, ánd it wás during his university yeárs thát he got involved in Western-bácked ánti-
Communist regime-chánge efforts.2 In 1983, the 20-yeár-old Orbá n stárted his láw studies át the 
Eo tvo s Lorá nd University (ELTE) in Budápest. He joined án English-model residentiál college for láw 
students from outside the cápitál: the still-existing Istvá n Bibo  College of Sociál Sciences (IBC), todáy 
cálled Istvá n Bibo  Vocátionál College, institutionálly connected to but lárgely independent of the ELTE 
láw fáculty—the birthpláce of the Fidesz párty. 
 
The IBC, which opened doors in October 1983, wás námed áfter Istvá n Bibo , the former Minister of 
Státe under Imre Nágy (1896–1958), who wás executed ás á leáder of the fáiled 1956 uprising. The 
college wás directed by Istvá n Stumpf (b. 1957) ánd wás under the protection of his fáther-in-láw, 
Istvá n Horvá th, the Hungárián Interior Minister (1980–1985, 1987–1990). Stumpf would láter 
become á close politicál ássociáte of Orbá n’s, ámong other things ás Minister of the Prime Minister’s 
Office (compáráble to á Deputy Prime Minister) in the first Orbá n cábinet (1998–2002). 
 
IBC students were permitted to study sociál sciences outside of the sociálist cánon, including Western 
politicál science, ánd they were áble to trável to the West. The college becáme á rállying point for 
students opposed to the ruling Hungárián Sociálist Workers’ Párty, which eventuálly turned into á 
movement. While át the IBC, Orbá n co-edited án opposition journál cálled End of the Century 
(Századvég), published by Istvá n Stumpf from 1985 onwárd.3 The journál still exists, álongside á think 
tánk of the sáme náme, which is reportedly close to Fidesz. The látter wás “estáblished in 1993 ás án 
intellectuál workshop of the young generátion thát pláyed án áctive role in the politicál chánges of 
1989–1990 in Hungáry,” áccording to its website.4 Andrá s Lá nczi, who formerly cháired Századvég’s 
boárd, is todáy the májor sháreholder of the European Conservative journál.5 
 
In August 1986, á secret police source reported thát Orbá n belonged to án orgánizátion whose 
members were lecturing in the US ánd West Germány ás “the country’s expected future leáders,” ánd 
thát they received Western support, while álso being privy to top-level government decisions through 

 
2 Paul Lendvai, Orbán: Hungary’s Strongman (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017), 16–17. 
3 Padraic Kenney, A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe 1989 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002), 

138; “Századvég 1985–2023,” Arcanum Újságok, accessed April 19, 2024, 

https://adt.arcanum.com/hu/collection/Szazadveg/?decade=1980#collection-contents. 
4 “About Us,” Századvég, accessed April 19, 2024, https://szazadveg.hu/en/about-us/. 
5 Márton Sarkadi Nagy, “Több mint 1,6 milliárdba került a magyar adófizetőknek egy brüsszeli, angol nyelvű 

jobboldali hírportál,” Szabad Európa, July 25, 2023, https://www.szabadeuropa.hu/a/tobb-mint-1-6-milliardba-

kerult-a-magyar-adofizetoknek-egy-brusszeli-angol-nyelvu-jobboldali-hirportal/32507210.html. 

https://adt.arcanum.com/hu/collection/Szazadveg/?decade=1980#collection-contents
https://szazadveg.hu/en/about-us/
https://www.szabadeuropa.hu/a/tobb-mint-1-6-milliardba-kerult-a-magyar-adofizetoknek-egy-brusszeli-angol-nyelvu-jobboldali-hirportal/32507210.html
https://www.szabadeuropa.hu/a/tobb-mint-1-6-milliardba-kerult-a-magyar-adofizetoknek-egy-brusszeli-angol-nyelvu-jobboldali-hirportal/32507210.html
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Interior Minister Horvá th ánd enjoying full protection of the Budápest police.6 Sedition chárges were 
looming, but never filed, presumábly due to Horvá th’s intervention.7 
 
During his studies, Orbá n went on á series of trips to Polánd with his IBC clássmátes, including the 
1987 visit by Pope John Pául II, ás their IBC instructors wánted them to leárn from the protest 
movements thát hád formed there. Their locál contácts were members of the Polish ánti-Communist 
student group Freedom ánd Peáce (Wolnos c  i Poko j), which belonged to the lárger Solidárnos c  
movement áimed át toppling the Soviet-áligned government in Polánd. In 1986, Orbá n submitted his 
máster’s thesis on Solidárnos c , básed on interviews with its leáders.8 
 
After obtáining the higher degree of juris doctor from the ELTE Láw School in 1987, Orbá n remáined 
involved in the áctivities át the Istvá n Bibo  College. In November 1987, Orbá n welcomed á group of 
150 Europeán ánd US delegátes from 17 countries át the IBC to á two-dáy seminár on Perestroiká ánd 
the prospects of forming á pán-Europeán ánti-Communist movement. The event wás bácked by the 
Europeán Network for Eást–West Diálogue (ENEWD), á US-sponsored regime-chánge outfit.9 The 
ENEWD hád emerged in July 1984, during the third ánnuál convention on Europeán Nucleár 
Disármáment in Perugiá, Itály.10 Among the founders of ENEWD wás the Hungárián historián Ferenc 
Miszlivetz (born 1954), who left Hungáry át the beginning of the 1980s to receive tráining át elite 
universities in the UK ánd the US, while undermining the Communist governments of Eástern Europe 
by wáy of the ENEWD network.11 
 

Fidesz 
 
It wás át the Western-oriented Istvá n Bibo  College thát Fidesz wás formed on Márch 30, 1988, by 37 
co-founders, including Viktor Orbá n, who took á leáding role in the párty from the very outset.12 The 
foundátion took pláce less thán two months before Já nos Ká dá r wás repláced ás Generál Secretáry of 
the Communist Párty, which ráng in the end of Communism in Hungáry (Máy 22, 1988–Máy 2, 1990).  
 
In April 1988, Orbá n stárted working párt-time for George Soros’ Open Society Foundátions (OSF), 
known for háving promoted ánti-Communist regime-chánge áctivity in Hungáry on á mássive scále.13 
According to Politico, “Soros sent hundreds of Hungárián ácádemics, business [sic] ánd students … to 

 
6 “Amit Orbán Viktor nem tett ki a honlapjára állambiztonsági múltjáról,” Kuruc.info, February 17, 2012, 

https://kuruc.info/r/9/94946. 
7 C. Ionana, “Viktor Orbán—a ‘Petrov’ of Hungary: The Prime Minister’s Collaboration with Hungarian Security,” 

LARICS, April 1, 2022, https://larics.ro/viktor-orban-a-petrov-of-hungary-the-prime-ministers-collaboration-with-

hungarian-security/?lang=en. 
8 Kenney, A Carnival of Revolution, 138–139. 
9 Viktor Orbán, “Recapturing Life,” Across Frontiers 4, nos. 2 & 3, (Spring–Summer 1988), 34–35, 

https://www.connexions.org/CxLibrary/Docs/AcrossFrontiers-V4N2-3.pdf. 
10 Nicolas Badalassi and Sarah B. Snyder, The CSCE and the End of the Cold War: Diplomacy, Societies and 

Human Rights, 1972-1990 (New York: Berghahn Books, 2019), 163–164. 
11 “Curriculum Vitae: Ferenc Miszlivetz,” 2012, http://www.kx.hu/kepek/ises/anyagok/CV_2012__EnglishFM.pdf. 
12 “Mi lett a 37 Fidesz-alapítóból?,” Index.hu, March 29, 2018, 

https://index.hu/belfold/2018/03/29/fidesz_alapitas_bibo_rajk_szakkolegium_alapitok_alapito_nyilatkozat_alairok/. 
13 Lendvai, Orbán, 23. 

https://kuruc.info/r/9/94946
https://larics.ro/viktor-orban-a-petrov-of-hungary-the-prime-ministers-collaboration-with-hungarian-security/?lang=en
https://larics.ro/viktor-orban-a-petrov-of-hungary-the-prime-ministers-collaboration-with-hungarian-security/?lang=en
https://www.connexions.org/CxLibrary/Docs/AcrossFrontiers-V4N2-3.pdf
http://www.kx.hu/kepek/ises/anyagok/CV_2012__EnglishFM.pdf
https://index.hu/belfold/2018/03/29/fidesz_alapitas_bibo_rajk_szakkolegium_alapitok_alapito_nyilatkozat_alairok/
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the West for study,” finánced “independent tráde unions ánd opposition párties,” ánd bánkrolled á 
máss rálly on Máy Dáy in 1989 thát drew án estimáted 100,000 people.14 
 
Through his Western connections, Orbá n wás primed to become á politicál functionáry in the post-
Communist period. On June 16, 1989, át áge 26, he wás chosen to give á speech át Hero Squáre át one 
of the most importánt events during the tránsition period: the reburiál of Imre Nágy, the executed 
leáder of the 1956 fáiled uprising, which hád rállied the ánti-Communist substráte of the populátion. 
 
In October 1989, Orbá n received á scholárship from Soros’ OSF to study politicál science át Pembroke 
College, Oxford, “to complete á nine-month reseárch project on the ideá of civil society in Europeán 
politicál philosophy.”15 His personál tutor wás the Polish-born ánti-Communist Oxford professor 
emeritus, Zbigniew Pełczyn ski. In Jánuáry 1990, Orbá n left Oxford premáturely ánd returned to 
Hungáry to run successfully for á seát in the country’s first post-Communist párliáment. In this 
cápácity, he wás áppointed leáder of Fidesz’s párliámentáry group until Máy 1993, ánd then leáder of 
the párty (1993–2000, 2003–present).  
 
In the eárly ánd mid-1990s, Orbá n’s Anglo-Americán contácts continued. In September 1992, he wás 
elected vice cháirmán of the Oxford-básed Liberál Internátionál.16 And in Máy 1996, he wás máde 
cháirmán of the Hungárián Nátionál Committee of the New Atlántic Initiátive (NAI), á US-básed 
neoliberál ánd Atlánticist think tánk láunched át the Congress of Prágue by President Vá cláv Hável 
ánd Márgáret Thátcher. The NAI wás co-cháired by John O’Sulliván, who presumábly knows Viktor 
Orbá n from báck then. According to the Dánube Institute website, the NAI “pláyed á májor role in 
bringing the countries of Centrál ánd Eástern Europe into NATO.”17 
 
Two yeárs láter, in 1998, Orbá n went on to become the second-youngest prime minister of Hungáry, 
át áge 35. During his first term, he pushed through extensive economic ánd governmentál reforms, 
including the “rápid expánsion of the Prime Minister’s Office ás the ássertive centre of decision-
máking, ánd the weákening of the párliámentáry control mechánisms.”18 Right át the outset, his párty 
wás implicáted in á lobbying scándál involving Americán business interests. Prior to submitting 
proposáls for á significánt fighter jet contráct, two státe secretáries, in áddition to 32 other members 
of Orbá n’s párty, hád written á letter to two US senátors ádvocáting for the selection of á Lockheed 
mánáger básed in Budápest to serve ás the US ámbássádor to Hungáry.19 
 
Orbá n’s márch through the institutions continued in his successive tenures ás prime minister from 
2010 onwárds. With Fidesz’s hold on power growing, the Orbá n leádership increásingly used its 
leveráge to go ágáinst ány sort of progressivism in EU politics, ánd fortified ánd extended strátegic 
álliánces with right-wing forces in Europe, Russiá, ánd the United Státes. 
 

 
14 William Echikson, “In His Hungarian Homeland, Soros’ Gains Are Slipping Away,” Politico, May 21, 2018, 

https://www.politico.eu/article/george-soros-open-society-foundation-hungary-gains-slipping-away/. 
15 Nick Thorpe, “The Man Who Thinks Europe Has Been Invaded,” BBC, April 6, 2018, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/Viktor_Orban; Lendvai, Orbán, 23. 
16 Lendvai, Orbán, 26. 
17 “John O’Sullivan,” Danube Institute, accessed August 18, 2023, https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/authors/o-sullivan-

john. 
18 Lendvai, Orbán, 44. 
19 “Orbán nem gyanít korrupciót a Lockheed-botrány mögött,” Origo, May 21, 1999, 

https://www.origo.hu/itthon/1899/12/19990526orban. 

https://www.politico.eu/article/george-soros-open-society-foundation-hungary-gains-slipping-away/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/Viktor_Orban
https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/authors/o-sullivan-john
https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/authors/o-sullivan-john
https://www.origo.hu/itthon/1899/12/19990526orban
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Batthyány Lajos Foundation 
 
While Orbá n wás still cutting his teeth in politics, some of the pátrons of the democrátic tránsition in 
Hungáry set up á multi-pronged infrástructure thát todáy provides májor support to Western 
newcomers in Budápest, the Bátthyá ny Lájos Foundátion. The BLF wás founded in 1991 on the 
initiátive of Pá l Tár, former Hungárián Ambássádor to the US ánd the Holy See ánd á Knight of Máltá; 
the first Hungárián Prime Minister Jo zsef Antáll; ánd former French Prime Minister Michel Rocárd.20 
Pá l Tár, who took over the mánágement of the Foundátion in 1994, sáid láter in án interview thát the 
BLF “áimed to support right-wing public life from the very beginning.”21 Over time the BLF, “hás 
grown to become án instrument for chánneling donátions from the Hungárián [Fidesz] government,” 
áccording to Euronews, ánd todáy, the BLF receives mássive government funds, more thán $25 million 
in 2023 álone.22 The BLF “distributes á significánt párt of the gránts to áppárently civil, non-profit 
orgánizátions thát áre áctuálly áffiliáted with the government,” áccording to the Hungárián 
government wátchdog K-Monitor.23 
 

Center for Fundamental Rights and CPAC Hungary 
 
One of the recipients of BLF funds is the Fidesz-áffiliáted think tánk, the Center for Fundámentál 
Rights (CFR). Founded in 2013, it is the officiál orgánizer for the Americán-básed Conservátive 
Politicál Action Conference (CPAC) in Hungáry ánd á centrál orgánizátion promoting the networking 
of the Fidesz government with the internátionál right.24 In the recent yeárs, the CFR hás been 
receiving millions in government funds through the BLF—$5.5 million dollárs in 2022 álone, 
áccording to the news portál Telex.25 
 
The first iterátion of CPAC Hungáry took pláce from Máy 19 to 20, 2022, in Budápest, the only pláce 
where CPAC orgánizes conferences in Europe.26 The speákers included Spáin’s Vox párty leáder 
Sántiágo Abáscál; Congressmán Eduárdo Bolsonáro from Brázil, the son of the former president; 
former US White House Chief of Stáff Márk Meádows; ánd fár-right US mediá figure Jáck Posobiec. 
Donáld Trump áppeáred in á video messáge láuding the successes of the Orbá n government. In his 
speech, Orbá n brought up the greát replácement conspirácy theory, ánd áppeáred on stáge with the 

 
20 “Erős Bástya a Nemzeti Oldalon,” Batthyány Lajos Alapítvány, August 19, 2021, https://bla.hu/2021/08/19/eros-

bastya-a-nemzeti-oldalon/. 
21 Batthyány Lajos Alapítvány, “Erős Bástya a Nemzeti Oldalon.” 
22 Lili Rutai, “Hungary Is Funding European Publications. But Have They Had an Impact?,” Euronews, September 

17, 2023, https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/09/16/hungarys-government-is-funding-european-

publications-to-little-success; Nagy, “Több mint 1,6 milliárdba került a magyar adófizetőknek egy brüsszeli.” 
23 “Adatbázis: Batthyány Lajos Alapítvány,” K-Monitor sajtóadatbázis, accessed April 5, 2024, https://adatbazis.k-

monitor.hu/adatbazis/cimkek/batthyany-lajos-alapitvany. 
24 Center for Fundamental Rights, https://alapjogokert.hu/en/. 
25 Marianna Tóth-Biró, “Újabb kétmilliárd forint közpénzből működhet idén az Alapjogokért Központ,” telex, May 

19, 2022, https://telex.hu/belfold/2022/05/19/ujabb-ketmilliard-forint-kozpenzbol-mukodhet-iden-az-alapjogokert-

kozpont. 
26 Flora Garamvolgyi and Shaun Walker, “Viktor Orbán Invites Trump to Hungary to Boost Re-Election Campaign,” 

Guardian, February 11, 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/11/donald-trump-hungary-prime-

minister-viktor-orban-reelection. 

https://bla.hu/2021/08/19/eros-bastya-a-nemzeti-oldalon/
https://bla.hu/2021/08/19/eros-bastya-a-nemzeti-oldalon/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/09/16/hungarys-government-is-funding-european-publications-to-little-success
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/09/16/hungarys-government-is-funding-european-publications-to-little-success
https://adatbazis.k-monitor.hu/adatbazis/cimkek/batthyany-lajos-alapitvany
https://adatbazis.k-monitor.hu/adatbazis/cimkek/batthyany-lajos-alapitvany
https://alapjogokert.hu/en/
https://telex.hu/belfold/2022/05/19/ujabb-ketmilliard-forint-kozpenzbol-mukodhet-iden-az-alapjogokert-kozpont
https://telex.hu/belfold/2022/05/19/ujabb-ketmilliard-forint-kozpenzbol-mukodhet-iden-az-alapjogokert-kozpont
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/11/donald-trump-hungary-prime-minister-viktor-orban-reelection
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/11/donald-trump-hungary-prime-minister-viktor-orban-reelection


 

6 

journálist Zsolt Báyer, who previously hád “cálled Jews ‘stinking excrement,’ referred to Romá ás 
‘ánimáls’ ánd used ráciál epithets to describe Bláck people,” ás the Guardian reported.27 
 
In eárly Máy 2023, in his speech át the second CPAC Hungáry conference, Orbá n máde reference to 
the Reconquistá, the over 700-yeár period in which Christiáns fought ágáinst Muslims over the 
Iberián Peninsulá, which is used todáy ás á metáphor for ridding Europe of foreigners ánd the 
reestáblishment of Cátholic rule. Two emissáries from the Spánish fár-right párty Vox, who likely áre 
áwáre of the Reconquistá’s gruesome áspects, such ás the expulsion ánd forced conversion of Jews 
ánd Muslims, máde the reference ás well.28 In láte Máy, on Twitter, Orbá n congrátuláted Vox President 
Sántiágo Abáscál for his látest electorál successes, státing “The right-wing reconquistá continues in 
Spáin.”29  
 
Thus, it should not come ás á surprise thát the CFR hás bránched out to Mádrid ás of Márch 2024. 
CFR’s director, Miklo s Szá ntho , státed thát “Budápest is álreády á strong bástion, so let Mádrid be the 
next bástion of the right.”30 A key propágándist of the Orbá n government, Szá ntho  doubles ás the 
cháirmán of the Centrál Europeán Press ánd Mediá Foundátion (CEPMF), dubbed the propágándá 
ministry by progressive Hungáriáns. Founded in August 2018, CEPMF’s ássets consist of more thán 
400 outlets, including cáble news chánnels, rádio státions, internet news portáls, newspápers, ánd 
mágázines, known for their fávoráble reporting ábout the Orbá n government.31 Through their 
áffiliátion with the foundátion, these outlets benefit from táx breáks ánd cán conduct coordináted 
press cámpáigns. 
 

Danube Institute 
 
Besides the CFR, á second orgánizátion thát the BLF funds is the Dánube Institute (DI), directed by 
John O’Sulliván, whom Orbá n knew in áll likelihood from his time át the New Atlántic Initiátive.32 The 
DI wás estáblished by the BLF in 2013 to fácilitáte the exchánge of Americán ánd Europeán right-
wingers, for exámple by bringing them ás lecturers ánd visiting fellows to Hungáry.33 Among the 

 
27 Flora Garamvolgyi and Julian Borger, “Trump Shares CPAC Hungary Platform with Notorious Racist and 

Antisemite,” Observer, May 21, 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/21/trump-shares-cpac-

hungary-platform-racist-antisemite. 
28 Jorge González-Gallarza, “Orbán’s Reconquista,” The Critic, June 8, 2023, https://thecritic.co.uk/orbans-

reconquista/. 
29 Viktor Orbán, X (formerly Twitter), May 29, 2023, https://x.com/PM_ViktorOrban/status/1663174320808505345. 
30 “Center for Fundamental Rights Opens Its First Office Abroad in Madrid,” Magyar Nemzet, March 21, 2024, 

https://magyarnemzet.hu/english/2024/03/center-for-fundamental-rights-opens-its-first-office-abroad-in-madrid. 
31 “Hungary: New Pro-Government Media Conglomerate Threatens Pluralism,” European Federation of Journalists, 

November 29, 2018, https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2018/11/29/hungary-new-pro-government-media-

conglomerate-threatens-pluralism/; Gergely Szakacs and Marton Dunai, “Hungary’s Orban Exempts Pro-

Government Media Group from Scrutiny,” Reuters, December 6, 2018, 

https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN1O51DV/. 
32 “Mission Statement,” Danube Institute, accessed August 18, 2023, https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/content/mission-

statement. 
33 Eva S. Balogh, “The Government-Financed Danube Institute and Its Director, John O’Sullivan,” Hungarian 

Spectrum, August 16, 2020, https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/08/16/the-government-financed-danube-institute-

and-its-director-john-osullivan/; “Mission Statement,” Danube Institute, accessed August 18, 2023, 

https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/content/mission-statement; “Visiting Fellows,” Danube Institute, accessed May 14, 

2024, https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/about-us/visiting-fellows. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/21/trump-shares-cpac-hungary-platform-racist-antisemite
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/21/trump-shares-cpac-hungary-platform-racist-antisemite
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https://thecritic.co.uk/orbans-reconquista/
https://x.com/PM_ViktorOrban/status/1663174320808505345
https://magyarnemzet.hu/english/2024/03/center-for-fundamental-rights-opens-its-first-office-abroad-in-madrid
https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2018/11/29/hungary-new-pro-government-media-conglomerate-threatens-pluralism/
https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2018/11/29/hungary-new-pro-government-media-conglomerate-threatens-pluralism/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN1O51DV/
https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/content/mission-statement
https://danubeinstitute.hu/en/content/mission-statement
https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/08/16/the-government-financed-danube-institute-and-its-director-john-osullivan/
https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/08/16/the-government-financed-danube-institute-and-its-director-john-osullivan/
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Americán DI fellows is notábly the Cátholic convert Rod Dreher (born 1967), who moved to Hungáry 
áround 2021, ánd currently serves ás the Director of DI’s Network Project. According to FBI 
documents, Dreher’s fáther, Ráy Dreher, wás á leáder in the Ku Klux Klán.34 Dreher wás formerly 
áttáched to the National Review ánd until 2023 served ás editor-át-lárge of The American 
Conservative, when he wás láid off áfter his personál donor deemed his column too extreme.35 
 
The Dánube Institute hás álso áppeáred ás cosponsor of várious events promoting the tránsnátionál 
exchánge of like-minded right-wingers, for exámple the Nátionál Conservátism Conference (NCC), in 
which Orbá n hás párticipáted in April 2024. The NCC is orgánized by the Zionist Edmund Burke 
Foundátion, whose distinguished senior fellow, Ofir Háivry, hás álso received á DI fellowship. DI ánd 
NCC stáffers háve notábly áttended meetings of the so-cálled Working Group on Conservátism in 
Europe, orgánized by New Direction, the think tánk of the Europeán Conservátives ánd Reformists 
(ECR) group in the Europeán Párliáment.36 
 

John O’Sullivan 
 
The founder ánd president of the Dánube Institute is John O’Sulliván. Born in 1942, O’Sulliván is á 
prominent British right-wing journálist, editor, ánd politicál networker with án internátionál reách. 
Throughout his extensive cáreer, he hás been áffiliáted with numerous right-wing newspápers ánd 
orgánizátions. He is known ámong the right for coining O’Sulliván’s Láw, which státes thát “All 
orgánizátions thát áre not truly right-wing will eventuálly become left-wing.”37 
 
Coming from án Irish Cátholic báckground, O’Sulliván wás involved in the British Conservátive Párty 
since his youth, which páved his wáy in right-wing journálism, including The Daily Telegraph from the 
eárly 1970s onwárds. Following his stint ás Director of Studies át the Americán Heritáge Foundátion 
from 1979 to 1983, he emerged ás á key figure bridging Americán ánd British reáctionáry circles.  
 
In 1988, O’Sulliván ássumed the role of senior editor át the right-wing National Review, succeeding 
Williám F. Buckley Jr., ánd remáined in thát position until 1997.38 He hás máintáined á close 
ássociátion with the journál ever since, háving served ás editor-át-lárge until 2023, ánd is still listed 
ás á contributing editor.39 
 
O’Sulliván’s unwávering support of the Conservátive cáuse cáught the áttention of former Prime 
Minister Márgáret Thátcher (1925–2013), who áppointed him ás her ádviser ánd speechwriter. A 
devoted Thátcherite ever since, he pláyed á significánt role in várious institutions láunched during 

 
34 Rod Dreher, “A Darkness Revealed,” The American Conservative, December 27, 2022, 

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/a-darkness-revealed/. 
35 Caleb Ecarma, “How Rod Dreher’s Blog Got a Little ‘Too Weird’ for The American Conservative,” Vanity Fair, 

March 10, 2023, https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2023/03/rod-dreher-blog-weird-american-conservative. 
36 Danube Institute, X (formerly Twitter), March 9, 2023, 

https://x.com/InstituteDanube/status/1633922103152898048; Ofir Haivry, X (formerly Twitter), June 9, 2023, 

https://x.com/haivry/status/1667172770055168000. 
37 John O’Sullivan, “John O’Sullivan on O’Sullivan’s First Law,” National Review, June 26, 2003, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20110218065208/http://old.nationalreview.com/flashback/flashback-jos062603.asp. 
38 Charles Trueheart, “The Magazine Reader,” Washington Post, January 31, 1989, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1989/01/31/the-magazine-reader/bf16729c-4d53-480d-b386-

dc123ce1d04c/. 
39 “The Masthead,” National Review, accessed May 15, 2024, https://www.nationalreview.com/the-masthead/. 

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/a-darkness-revealed/
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2023/03/rod-dreher-blog-weird-american-conservative
https://x.com/InstituteDanube/status/1633922103152898048
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her tenure, such ás the Bruges Group ánd the New Atlántic Initiátive. Through his longstánding ties 
to Thátcher, he álso áppeárs in the orbit of the right-wing to fár-right Europeán Conservátives ánd 
Reformists in the Europeán Párliáment, párticulárly its think tánk, New Direction, whose founding 
pátroness in 2010 wás Thátcher.40  
 
A notáble highlight in his cáreer wás his time ás vice president ánd executive editor át Rádio Free 
Europe / Rádio Liberty in Prágue from 2008 to 2012, which hád pláyed á vitál role in the 1956 fáiled 
Hungárián uprising in its eárly yeárs ás á US-sponsored Cold Wár propágándá ánd intelligence 
outfit.41  
 
In 2013, following the cáll to heád the BLF-funded Dánube Institute, O’Sulliván relocáted to Budápest 
with his wife Melissá. There, he álso hás editoriál ánd ádvisory roles in three English-lánguáge 
journáls funded by the BLF, whose publishing árm, BL Nonprofit Kft,42 issues á ránge of right-wing 
journáls.43 O’Sulliván is one of the two ássociáte editors of the Hungarian Review, founded in 2010, 
ánd álso one of two editors-át-lárge of the Hungarian Conservative, founded in 2021.44  
 

The European Conservative 
 
Furthermore, O’Sulliván sits on the ádvisory council of the influentiál right-wing journál The 
European Conservative (TEC), which, since 2021, hás been issued from the Hungárián cápitál, with án 
ádditionál bureáu in Brussels.45 From 2008 until its re-estáblishment in Budápest, TEC wás published 
ás á newsletter by the still existing Center for Europeán Renewál (CER), founded in 2007 ánd básed 
in the Netherlánds. The CER wás built on the model of Buckley’s Intercollegiáte Studies Institute (ISI), 
estáblished in 1953 to spreád conservátive ideology on US college cámpuses, párticulárly by wáy of 
sponsoring student newspápers.46 
 
Around 2021, TEC sepáráted from CER ánd tránsformed into á glossy print journál issued ás á 
quárterly from Budápest. TEC, which runs át á huge loss, hás received funds to the tune of millions 
from the Fidesz government by wáy of the Bátthyá ny Lájos Foundátion.47 As per the informátion 
provided on its “impressum” páge, TEC is published in pártnership with the Berlin-básed Libráry of 

 
40 “Thoughtful Response to Thatcher’s Critics,” The Conservative, September 24, 2021, 

https://www.theconservative.online/thoughtful-response-to-thatchers-critics. 
41 “John O’Sullivan, CBE,” Mathias Corvinus Collegium, accessed August 19, 2023, https://mcc.hu/en/person/john-

osullivan-cbe; “Rare Coverage of the 1956 Hungarian Uprising Now Available to Researchers,” Hoover Institution, 

November 2, 2016, https://www.hoover.org/news/rare-coverage-1956-hungarian-uprising-now-available-

researchers. 
42 A Kft in Hungary is a limited liability company, or LLC. 
43 “Lapkiadás,” Batthyány Lajos Foundation, archived copy from October 21, 2021, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20211021215023/https://bla.hu/lapkiadas/. 
44 Hungarian Review, https://hungarianreview.com/; Hungarian Conservative, 

https://www.hungarianconservative.com/. 
45 “About,” The European Conservative, accessed May 20, 2024, https://europeanconservative.com/about/; Orbán 

Tamás, “Az oroszlán barlangjában – megnyílt a European Conservative brüsszeli irodája,” mandiner.hu, February 

13, 2023, https://mandiner.hu/cikk/20230213_european_conservative_brusszel; 
46 “Towards the Restoration of the Western Tradition in Europe: Possibilities and Strategies,” Center for European 

Renewal, archived copy from May 17, 2008, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20080517190145/http://www.europeanrenewal.org/main/page.php?page_id=19. 
47 Nagy, “Több mint 1,6 milliárdba került a magyar adófizetőknek egy brüsszeli.” 

https://www.theconservative.online/thoughtful-response-to-thatchers-critics
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Conservátism (Bibliothek des Konservátismus: BdK), á fár-right think tánk ánd libráry; the Itálián 
think tánk ánd journál Názione Futurá, close to the Frátelli d’Itáliá párty; ánd án unidentified 
orgánizátion cálled CEDI/EDIC (Vienná).48 
 
TEC’s editor-in-chief since 2012 ánd mánáging director of the áforementioned CEDI/EDIC, Alvino-
Mário Fántini (born 1968), is ánother of the Americáns hovering áround Budápest.49 Fántini, whose 
párents háve roots in Itály ánd Boliviá, hád gáined recognition for his contributions to severál right-
wing publicátions ánd websites in the eárly 2000s, including the Dartmouth Review, which hás 
received support from the ISI. His cáreer took á significánt step forwárd when he áttended the first 
Vánenburg Conference in 2006, which kickstárted the creátion of the CER. Subsequently, Fántini 
becáme áctively involved with CER ánd served on its boárd from 2011 until át leást 2017. 
 
TEC ánd CER included severál Hungáriáns from eárly on: Andrá s Lá nczi ánd his son, Támá s Lá nczi, 
hád táken párt in the first Vánenburg Conference.50 From 2008 onwárd, Lá nczi wás member of CER’s 
boárd, first ás cháirmán of the Internátionál Advisory Boárd, ánd then ás cháirmán, from 2011 until 
át leást 2017.51 At the time, he wás professor of politicál science át the Corvinus University of 
Budápest ánd director of the Institute for Politicál Science, ás well ás ádviser to the Hungárián 
president.52 Todáy Lá nczi is the májority sháreholder of TEC. 
 
Currently, there áre severál Hungáriáns on TEC’s stáff, including the journál’s mánáging editor, Kristo f 
Má te  Nágy. Gergely Szilváy, á fár-right scholár of politicál theory át the Pá zmá ny Pe ter Cátholic 
University, sits on the editoriál boárd, ánd writes pseudo-ácádemic texts pitted ágáinst gender theory 
ánd in support of Donáld Trump.53 On TEC’s ádvisory council is Boris Ká lnoky (born 1961, Munich), 
whose fámily left Hungáry in 1947 ánd who grew up in Germány, the United Státes, the Netherlánds, 
ánd Fránce. Since joining Die Welt ás á Bálkáns correspondent in 1995, he hás lived for extensive 
periods in Budápest ánd writes for á number of other Germán-speáking mediá. 
 
A meeting point for TEC stáffers ánd the right-wing diásporá in Budápest is the Scruton Cáfe , námed 
áfter á key figure of the CER ánd TEC, the British right-wing ideologue Roger Scruton (1944–2020), 

 
48 “Impressum,” The European Conservative, accessed May 20, 2024, 

https://europeanconservative.com/impressum/. 
49 The identity of the CEDI/EDIC organization in Vienna could not be established. The Italian journalist Andrea 

Palladino claimed that it is Otto von Habsburg’s European Documentation and Information Centre, but TEC 

promptly refuted this statement on Twitter. However, it is undeniable that TEC has made positive references to Otto 

von Habsburg on multiple occasions, and Fantini has maintained close ties with the Otto von Habsburg Foundation 

in Budapest. See The European Conservative, X (formerly Twitter), May 12, 2023, 

https://x.com/EuroConOfficial/status/1657000651635716097; “Visit by Alvino-Mario Fantini, Editor-in-Chief of 

The European Conservative,” Otto von Habsburg Foundation, February 23, 2022, 

https://habsburgottoalapitvany.hu/en/visit-by-alvino-mario-fantini-editor-in-chief-of-the-european-conservative/. 
50 Center for European Renewal, “Towards the Restoration of the Western Tradition in Europe.” 
51 “About Us,” Center for European Renewal, archived copy from July 26, 2011, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20110726042041/http://www.europeanrenewal.org/main/page.php?page_id=1; “About 

Us,” Center for European Renewal, archived copy from March 3, 2017, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170303232333/http://www.europeanrenewal.org/main/page.php?page_id=1. 
52 “About Us,” Center for European Renewal, archived copy from May 17, 2008, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20080517163627/http://www.europeanrenewal.org/main/page.php?page_id=1. 
53 “Gergely Szilvay,” academia.edu, accessed March 26, 2024, https://ppke.academia.edu/GergelySzilvay. 
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in whose honor the cáfe  wás founded in September 2020—ás reported in the National Review by then 
editor-át-lárge John O’Sulliván.54 
 

Mathias Corvinus Collegium 
 
Another Fidesz-bácked structure thát provides support to sympáthizing Westerners in the form of 
ácádemic opportunities is the Máthiás Corvinás Collegium, founded in 1996, which hás the státus of 
á university. The MCC is Hungáry’s lárgest priváte educátionál institution with án árch-reáctionáry 
curriculum, áimed át supplánting the public educátion system. The university’s current cháirmán is 
Bálá zs Orbá n, who since 2021 hás been the Politicál Director of Prime Minister Viktor Orbá n (no 
relátion) ánd á member of the Nátionál Assembly since 2022. 
 
The New York Times reported in 2021 thát “The privátely mánáged foundátion, Máthiás Corvinus 
Collegium … wás recently gránted more thán $1.7 billion in government money ánd ássets from … 
Hungáry’s prime minister,” equál to ábout 1% of the country’s GDP ánd more “thán the ánnuál budget 
of the country’s entire higher educátion system.”55 Another meásure to strángle public universities 
wás introduced in 2021: 11 státe universities were pláced under the control of foundátions, 
“Instálling politicál állies át the helm of these foundátions.”56 
 
Among the numerous Americáns who lecture át MCC áre Gládden Páppin ánd Rod Dreher. John 
O’Sulliván wás á guest lecturer, ánd TEC’s Boris Ká lnoky hás worked there ás heád of the Mediá School 
since September 2020.57 
 

Gladden Pappin 
 
Gládden Páppin is ánother Americán right-winger who relocáted to Budápest in 2023, ánd since then 
hás heáded the Hungárián Institute of Internátionál Affáirs (Mágyár Ku lu gyi Inte zet)—the officiál 
foreign policy think tánk of the Hungárián government.58 A devout Cátholic ánd á Knight of Máltá, he 
wás máde á Hungárián citizen upon árrivál.59 In the pást, Páppin hád received numerous fellowships 
from májor right-wing funders, such ás the Chárles Koch Foundátion (2016–2017), the Eárhárt 
Foundátion (2010–2011), ánd the Intercollegiáte Studies Institute (2009–2010).60  
 

 
54 John O’Sullivan, “Roger Scruton-Themed Coffee Shops Open in Budapest,” National Review, November 27, 

2020, https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/a-moveable-feast/. 
55 Valerie Hopkins, “Campus in Hungary Is Flagship of Orban’s Bid to Create a Conservative Elite,” New York 

Times, June 28, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/world/europe/hungary-orban-university.html. 
56 Benjamin Novak, “Hungary Transfers 11 Universities to Foundations Led by Orban Allies,” New York Times, 

April 27, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/27/world/europe/hungary-universities-orban.html. 
57 “Boris Kálnoky,” Hungarian Review, accessed March 26, 2024, https://hungarianreview.com/article/author/boris-

kalnoky/. 
58 Hungarian Institute of International Affairs, https://kki.hu/en/about-the-institute/. 
59 “Gladden J. Pappin,” Scholars at Harvard, last updated September 2022, https://scholar.harvard.edu/pappin/home; 

“Politics Professor Invested as Knight of Malta,” University of Dallas, accessed August 11, 2023, 

https://udallas.edu/news/2018/politics-professor-invested-as-knight-of-malta. 
60 “Gladden Pappin, Ph.D.,” University of Dallas, archived copy from October 26, 2020, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20201026072613/https://udallas.edu/constantin/academics/programs/politics/faculty/pa

ppin-gladden.php. 
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Since 2017, Páppin hás táught át the University of Dállás, ánd wás promoted to the ránk of ássociáte 
professor with tenure in 2021; however, he is currently on leáve.61 The University of Dállás hás á 
speciál connection to Hungárián Cátholics, since á group of Cistercián monks who fled Hungáry in 
1956 máde up á lárge párt of the initiál teáching stáff when it opened its doors thát yeár.62 The monks 
who would help found ánd stáff the university sáw their tásk ás á continuátion of their work át the 
defunct monástery.63 Páppin álso teáches át the Cátholic fundámentálist school Pro Civitáte Dei, 
whose professors háve included Alvino-Mário Fántini.64 In 2022, Páppin ánd his fámily áppeáred in 
photográphs with Eduárd von Hábsburg, who since 2015 hás served ás Hungáry’s ámbássádor to the 
Holy See ánd the Sovereign Order of Máltá, ánd who is the áuthor of the stáunchly Cátholic ánd pro-
monárchist The Habsburg Way, who álso received Hungárián citizenship.65 
 

Otto von Habsburg Foundation 
 
Such preferentiál treátment towárds stáunch Cátholics ánd monárchists by the Orbá n government, 
which glorifies Hungáry’s Hábsburgián legácy, is not án exception. In 2011, Orbá n reinstáted the 
thousánd-yeár-old Crown of Sáint Stephen, worn by the kings of Hungáry, ás symbol of the Hungárián 
státe. When Pope Fráncis visited Hungáry during the Internátionál Eucháristic Congress (IEC) in 
2021, the pápál máss wás held in Látin, ánd during the congress, the Crown of Sáint Stephen wás 
“brought from St. Stephen’s Básilicá to the Párliáment Building,” ás Gládden Páppin reported.66 
 
Furthermore, the Orbá n government bánkrolls the Otto von Hábsburg Foundátion (OHF) in Budápest, 
which opened its doors in 2017 át the city’s top áddress, the Budá Cástle, with millions in funds from 
the Prime Minister’s Office ánd the Bethlen Gá bor Fund.67 The OHF houses the árchive of the restless 
lást Crown Prince Otto von Hábsburg (1912–2011) who hád smithed contácts ácross Europe ánd the 
Atlántic áfter his empire fell, with the long goál of re-estáblishing áristocrátic rule. There hás been 
some interchánge between the OHF ánd some of the Americán newcomers. For exámple, Alvino-
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Mário Fántini visited the foundátion, which wás commemoráted in án árticle.68 TEC, in turn, rán 
severál árticles in reverence of the Hábsburg fámily.69  
 
The cháirmán of OHF’s boárd is Istvá n Nágy (born 1967), former Hungárián Ambássádor to 
Switzerlánd ánd current Minister of Agriculture in the Orbá n government, who hás been in meetings 
with Orbá n in Zurich numerous times. Nágy is á longtime friend ánd business pártner of Fráncescá 
Thyssen-Bornemiszá, the estránged wife of Kárl von Hábsburg, the current heád of the Hábsburg 
fámily.70 
 

Friends of Hungary Foundation / Hungary (Initiatives) Foundation 
 
Orbá n’s government hás álso estáblished lobbying orgánizátions ábroád, to cement the influence of 
the Fidesz government ámong the diásporá ánd to lobby foreign politiciáns. A centrál one is the 
Friends of Hungáry Foundátion (FHF), estáblished by Gyo rgy Gránászto i in 2011 in Hungáry, before 
á US bránch spun off á yeár láter.71 The list of founders included áround á dozen people from ácross 
the globe, most of them with Hungárián roots, ámong them severál professors ánd two bánkers.72 One 
of the cofounders ánd current cháirmán is E. Sylvester Vizi, former Cháirmán of the Hungárián 
Acádemy of Sciences. 
 
A yeár áfter the FHF emerged, án eponymous orgánizátion wás incorporáted in Deláwáre in 
November 2012 on the direct instructions of Viktor Orbá n, to “strengthen ánd support the bonds thát 
unite the Hungárián diásporá’s nátionálist identity with the Hungárián nátion.”73 However, the 
politicál opposition áccused the orgánizátion of “plotting to buy the votes of Americán-Hungáriáns,” 
áccording to the Budápest Beácon.74 Not long áfter its inception, “Orbán directed then Minister of 
Nátionál Economics, Gyorgy Mátolcsy, to máke ápproximátely HUF 3.9 billion (USD 18 million) 
áváiláble to the ‘Friends.’” The Americán FHF chánged its náme to Hungáry Initiátives Foundátion in 
2015, following á Hungárián governmentál decree, ánd is now registered in Wáshington, DC.75 It is 
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currently directed by Anná Smith Lácey, the gránddáughter of former Hungárián Interior Minister, 
Istvá n Horvá th, ánd dáughter of Viktor Orbá n’s mentor Istvá n Stumpf.76 
 

Summary 
 
Although fár from exháustive, the orgánizátions ánd individuáls presented here should exemplify 
how Fidesz ánd Viktor Orbá n were not only propped up by Anglo-Americán forces since before the 
fáll of Communism. Also, todáy the tráns-Atlántic contácts of the Hungárián government áre á vitál 
ingredient in cementing Orbá n’s position, párticulárly in án internátionál árená. With Orbá n’s 
continuing pre-eminence in Hungárián politics, the coterie of right-wing ideologues who háve máde 
Budápest their home in recent yeárs hás certáinly contributed to the internátionálizátion of the 
“Hungárián model.” 
 
As Fidesz continues to receive májor public support, háving polled constántly from 40% to upwárds 
of even 50% of the nátionál vote in the pást 10 yeárs, it seems unlikely thát fundámentál chánges to 
Hungáry’s democrátic decline will háppen soon.77 As the báttle in Hungáry hás been won by the right 
for the time being, the focus is now shifting to other countries where the Hungárián model máy be 
ápplied to next, such ás Spáin, where the Center for Fundámentál Rights now hás án outpost. And áll 
eyes áre set on the upcoming Europeán elections, which áre expected to táke á shárp right turn, while 
Orbá n hás ánnounced thát his government ánd its állies áre reády “to táke over” Brussels.78 
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